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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois
Local, A%1!1&
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-5981

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (July 22, 1987)
CHARLESTON, IL--The FY88 appropriation approved for Eastern Illinois
University will clearly result in diminishing the quality of higher
education available to Eastern students, said EIU president Stan Rives
today.
Eastern's total FY88 appropriation, as approved by Governor Thompson,
is $39,567,900, or $305,200 less than last year's appropriation.
"I am particularly distressed," said Rives, "that students are
being required to pay a larger share of the cost of their education."
The general revenue or tax dollar contribution to EIU in FY88 is only

$27,102,900, as compared with $28,984,500 for FY87.

That represents

a decline of $1,881,600, or 6.5% in tax support for Eastern."
"The necessary reductions have been made in our internal budgets,"
Rives said. "Among the specific effects of the reductions are inability
to provide salary increases for faculty and staff, inability to purchase
needed instructional equipment, inability to fill positions which were
vacant as a result of the hiring freeze announced earlier, reductions
in operating budgets for all units of the University, and a reduction
in the planned number of off-campus courses."
"However," said Rives, "no lay-offs are currently planned at Eastern
as a result of the budget reduction."
"As a result of our inability to fill certain positions," said
Rives, "students will doubtless have increased difficulty in obtaining
full schedules.

We shall also be required to defer some building mainten-

ance projects during 1987-88."
"The overall result of the failure of the General Assembly and
Governor to agree on the modest tax increase needed to support essential
public services in Illinois," said Rives, "has resulted in diminishing
the quality of elementary, secondary, and higher education available
to our citizens."
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